
Halfway through a school 

year already!  Semester 2 

begins, and with it, stu-

dents get a fresh start in 

many of their courses.  As 

teachers, we find semester 

2 classes seem to have 

more of a time crunch 

built into them then in 

semester 1.   Some stu-

dents will miss regular 

classes when they travel 

with the band to Moose 

Jaw or Whistler; grade 9’s 

will miss days for Grade 9 

Camp,  and some of the 

scheduled breaks in Febru-

ary  and April seem to 

create a disruption to the 

classes that require an ex-

tra class or two to catch up 

from.  We will also contin-

ue with a couple of guest 

speakers during the semes-

ter.  Teachers are very 

much aware of these 

events and plan according-

ly; but it is important to be 

aware as a parent.  While 

students are away on 

school trips, the remaining 

students are expected to 

attend classes and teachers 

will continue with their 

courses.  In most cases, the 

class may slow down, but 

new material is still cov-

ered.  Each student miss-

ing should be aware that 

they will have individual 

work they must complete 

on their own; missing a class 

for a good cause does not 

mean they are exempt from 

learning a concept!  As a par-

ent, if you can help reinforce 

that your son or daughter take 

on the responsibility of get-

ting their missed work com-

pleted, that would be very 

helpful.   

We have two presentations 

for our students coming up in 

February.  Gwyn Dyer is a 

military expert and is often 

called upon by CBC to clarify 

what is going on in world 

events.  Gwyn will be speak-

ing to our students regarding 

the recent American election 

and how it will affect Canada 

and the world; his address is 

titled “Donald Trump: Bark-

ing Up the Wrong Tree”.  

Gwyn spoke to our high 

school students last year and 

did a tremendous of explain-

ing the ISIS motives  and 

how Canadians may be af-

fected.  The second presenta-

tion is the new MADD video 

presentation to remind stu-

dents of the dangers of driv-

ing while impaired by alcohol 

or drugs.   

The last thing to mention is 

that parents of students in 

grade 10 will receive a survey 

from Alberta Learning very 

soon.  This is the only survey 

I will ask you to complete 

on behalf of DHS as we do 

get the results summarized 

and returned to us in May.  

Although we see many 

parents around the school  

for such things as band 

concerts and band society, 

athletics, school council, 

grade 9 camp and orienta-

tion, awards night, grad 

meetings, school council, 

etc., this is a formal oppor-

tunity to offer your per-

spective of DHS.  Last 

year we only had 9 parents 

complete the survey; I 

would really appreciate if 

we could get a better repre-

sentation this year! 

Garth Dagg 

Principal 
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Accountability Pillar Survey Information 

Message from the Board of Education 
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As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for Alberta Edu-

cation and school authorities to ensure that we are equipping students for success. 

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting of surveys of students, parents and teachers on vari-

ous aspects of quality; student outcomes such as dropout and high school completion rates; and provincial assess-

ments of student learning. 

From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Survey.  

In January, parents of students in grades 4, 7 and 10 will receive a survey from Alberta Education.  In February,  

students in grades 10 and all teachers will be completing their surveys online at school.   

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with the school.  In addition to English and French, 

the parent survey is available in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog and Urdu. 

Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on the quality of education your child 

is receiving, so we encourage you to return your survey promptly.  

Survey results will be available to school authorities in May 2017, and will be reported publicly as part of their  

3-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports. 

Chinook’s Edge values guide our efforts at every school 

 

It is highly gratifying in our role of Trustee to have many opportuni-

ties to visit our schools and see that our division’s values are at the 

core of every interaction with students. In Chinook’s Edge, we 

worked together to build our mission and vision statements on core 

values that inform our work on behalf of the students we serve. 

They guide our relationships at every level of our school division, 

and impact the potential of each student as an individual.  

Our Mission and Vision statements are present in every classroom 

in our division, as a reminder to our students of the steadfast values 

that guide all of our efforts in Chinook’s Edge. Our teachers and 

school staff recognize the uniqueness of every child in our care and 

encourage each one to achieve success. As Trustees, we are ex-

tremely proud of these efforts and priorities in our Chinook’s Edge 

learning community. 

 

Colleen Butler, Chair 

Gord Kerr (Didsbury) 

Chinook’s Edge Board of Education 

 

 

Mission: 

Chinook’s Edge School Division will  

engage every student in meaningful  

learning by challenging, encouraging  

and believing in them. 

Vision: 

Chinook’s Edge School Division will  

be universally recognized as a  

collaborative learning community  

where learning is personalized for  

all students to achieve success  

as compassionate and innovative  

global citizens. 

Parents Matter! Your Trustee is always available and happy to hear from you. Visit the Board section 

of our website at www.cesd73.ca for their individual contact information. Superintendent Kurt Sacher can 

be contacted directly from the Board section, as well. 

http://www.cesd73.ca


Badminton News 
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The minutes for the January 10th Graduation Planning meeting are available  
 on the DHS website,  didsburyhigh.ca, for anyone who missed it.  

 

The next Planning meeting is on    at 7:00 pm in the library.  
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GRAD 2017 

Phys Ed News 

  DHS PE 9 & PE 10  
Ski Trip to Nakiska 

March 6, 2017 
    **7:00 AM Departure from DHS** 

 

Space is limited to the first 45 paid participants 

Forms to register through online payments   
available February 3, 2017 or from Mr. Bates 

Deadline to Register February 24, 2017 

Please see Mr. Bates to register as soon as you can 

DHS GRAD 2017 

March 4, 2017 6:00 pm  Dinner 7:15 pm 

Didsbury Arena Multi-Purpose Room 



Band News 
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The second semester is always a busy one for DHS Music, with all bands taking part in tours, festivals and concerts.  
During April and May, groups from DHS will be performing in Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia and Washington 
State!  Please check the calendar below for the dates of all concerts and performance tours, as well as the dates that 
tour payments are due by. 
 
We are also going to start planning for next yearôs major trip to Hawaii.  There will be a general information meeting 
Tuesday, March 7

th
 at 7 PM in the DHS Library to outline the proposed itinerary. 

 
This Spring we are also excited to be billeting two international groups.  In addition to Winkler Prins Harmonie staying 
with us in May, we will also be hosting the Gyloh Winds from Germany for two nights in March. 
 
If you are able to host students in your house for either or both international groups please contact me 
(kwassmer@cesd73.ca) as soon as possible.  These are exceptional opportunities to connect with someone 
from another country through music! 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please donôt hesitate to contact me at kwassmer@cesd73.ca. 
Thank you for your support of Music at DHS! 

 
 

§ TOUR PAYMENT SCHEDULE:   
 
    GRADE 9  SENIOR 
 FEBRUARY 3RD  $150   $350 
 MARCH 3RD  $100   $350 
 APRIL 7TH     BALANCE 
 MAY 4TH  BALANCE 

 
 

§ INFORMATION MEETING ï HAWAII 2018:       TUESDAY, MARCH 7TH   7:00 PM   DHS LIBRARY 

 

§ GYLOH WINDS:    ARRIVE MONDAY, MARCH 13TH AFTER SCHOOL 

   LEAVING WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15TH IN THE MORNING 
 
 IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HOST A STUDENT OR ADULT FROM GERMANY IN YOUR HOME DURING THIS TIME 
PLEASE CONTACT ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

 

§ OLDS KIWANIS MUSIC FESTIVAL:  MARCH 15TH ï 16TH (TIMES TBA) 

 
 

§ ñODDSò PERFORMANCE IN OLDS KIWANIS GRAND AWARDS CONCERT: TUESDAY, APRIL 4TH   7:00 PM 

          TRANSCANADA THEATRE, OLDS 
 

§ SENIOR TOUR TO SEATTLE:  APRIL 19TH - 25TH 
 

§ WINKLER PRINS HARMONIE:  ARRIVE TUESDAY, MAY 2ND AFTER SCHOOL 

     LEAVING FRIDAY, MAY 5TH IN THE MORNING 
 
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HOST A STUDENT OR ADULT FROM THE NETHERLANDS IN YOUR HOME DURING THIS 
TIME PLEASE CONTACT ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

 

§ SPRING CONCERT WITH GUESTS WINKLER PRINS HARMONIE:     THURSDAY, MAY 4TH   

         7:00 PM DHS GYM  

§ GRADE NINE TOUR TO MOOSE JAW:    MAY 15TH ï 18TH 

 
 

§ YEAR END CONCERTS: JAZZ:  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7TH     7:00 PM    TRANSCANADA THEATRE, OLDS 
 
    CONCERT BAND:  THURSDAY, JUNE 8TH   7:00 PM TRANSCANADA THEATRE, OLDS 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR DHS MUSIC: 
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Leadership News 

Valentineõs Day  
 

DHS Leadership will be selling  

Roses  & òSecret Admireró  
Valentines  

the week before February 14  

¢ŀƪŜ ŀ {ǘŀƴŘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ .ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ  
aŀǊŎƘ мκнлмт ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴǝ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ōȅ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ǉƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ   

Pink Shirt Day 
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Looking Ahead  

Pink Shirt Day March 1 

PE 9 & PE 10 Nakiska Ski Trip March 3 

Non-Instructional Day—No Classes March 9 & 10 

Olds Kiwanis Music Festival March 14, 15 & 16 

Interim Report Cards March 20 

Parent Teacher Interviews—No Appointment March 23 

Collaborative Day—No Classes March 24 

March Dates to Remember 

Library Reminder 

Reminder to students that all library books are to be returned before 
the start of the second semester. 

Semester 2 Textbooks cannot be signed out until Semester 1 Textbooks 
and Library books have been returned. 

Textbooks are to be returned after they have completed each exam. 

 

2016/2017 DHS Yearbook 

Make sure that you purchase your  
personalized 2017 Yearbook.  All orders can be  

placed through the online school fees payment program.   

If you are interested in helping with the  
yearbook (photography, editing, creating  

content, writing, graphics, etc.) the next meeting will be   
Friday February 17 from 3:30 to 6:00    

Yearbook 



 
March 2017  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 Pink Shirt Day 2 3 4 

5 6 
7 School Council 

Mtg 7 pm 
8 Band Mtg  

7 pm 

9 Non-
Instructional Day 

No Classes 

10 Non-
Instructional Day 

No Classes 
11 

12 13 
14 Olds Kiwanis 
Music Festival 

15 Olds Kiwanis 
Music Festival 

16 Olds Kiwanis 
Music Festival 

17 St Patrick's Day 
Yearbook Planning 

Mtg 3:30 pm 
18 

19 
20 Interim  

Report Marks 
21 22 

23 Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 5-8 pm 
No Appt Required  

24 Collaborative 
DayñNo Classes 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 February 2017  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   
1 Semester 2 

Begins 
2 

3 PE9 & PE10 
Nakiska Ski Trip 

4 

5 6 7 
8 Band Mtg 

7 pm 
9 MADD Canada 
Speaker 8:45am 

10 Collaborative 
DayñNo Classes 

11 

12 13 
14 Valentineõs 

Day 
15 16 17 18 

19 
20 Winter Break 

No Classes 
21 Winter Break 

No Classes 
22 Winter Break 

No Classes 
23 Winter Break 

No Classes 
24 Winter Break 

No Classes 
25 

26 28 28     


